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S ECOND SUNDAY IN LENT…how are things going between you and 
Jesus since Ash Wednesday? Just 
checking…but I hope it has been a 
time of discovery for you. I hope that 
you have listened to Jesus point out 
your many good qualities and gifts. I 
hope as well that you have listened to 
Him as He begs you to leave the 
burden of your sins behind in the 
confessional and get on with your life. 
It can be a joyful life now; you need 
not wait until the hereafter! Let St. 
Peter’s famous words on the Mount of 
the Transfiguration echo your own 
sentiments: “Lord, it is good that we 
are here!” 
     I selected the cartoon on the left 
this week because it so strongly 
echoes the sentiments of those 
parishioners who are involved in the 
adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament in our parish. It also fits in 
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O R E G O N ,  I L L I N O I S  

The Liturgy of the Church 
 

Baptism 

     The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 

throughout the year. Parents are required to 

participate in a pre-baptismal class prior to the 

Baptism of their first child. Arrangements for 

the Baptism and the class can be made by 

contacting Mary Ley at the Parish Office  

732-7383 or 973-5602. 

 

Confirmation  

     The Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred 

by the Bishop on a schedule determined by the 

Chancery Office.  

 

Penance/Reconciliation 

     Confessions are heard each Saturday from 

3:30-4:15 pm or anytime by appointment. Call 

Fr. Kramer to schedule your confession 

appointment time. 

 

Eucharist 

     The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered 

daily, except Monday, as scheduled in the 

bulletin. Mass is offered on Saturday at 4:30 pm 

and on Sunday at 9:30 am. On the eve of 

holydays as well as on the holyday itself, Mass 

is offered at 7:30 pm. HOLY COMMUNION is 

brought to the homebound and the sick when 

requested. Please contact Fr. Kramer, 732-2234, 

or the Parish Office, 732-7383. The Faithful are 

reminded to fast from all foods and liquids 

(except water) for one full hour prior to the 

reception of the Holy Eucharist. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

     The communal Anointing of the Sick occurs 

during the weekend liturgies in February on the 

World Day of the Sick and in the Fall on the Feast 

of Christ the King. The individual reception of this 

Sacrament of Healing should take place whenever 

a person is seriously ill,  prior to a surgery, or in 

danger of death. Please call Fr. Kramer at 732-

2234 or the Parish Office at 732-7383.  

Holy Orders 

This Sacrament is received at the call of the Bishop. 

 

Matrimony  

     All marriage arrangements must begin at 

least six (6) months in advance of the desired 

date. It is the official policy of the Diocese of 

Rockford that those to be married must be at 

least 19 years old and that they take part in an 

instructional program that includes a pre-

marriage seminar. No wedding can be 

scheduled later than 2:00 pm on Saturday.  

Wedding arrangements must be made with Fr. 

Kramer at 732-2234 or 732-7383. 

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Those interested in becoming Catholic or in 

learning more about the Catholic Faith meet 

weekly, September-April. Call Mary Ley,  

732-7383 for more information!! 
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Mass Intentions 
Week of March 1-7, 2010 

Monday            5:30 pm 

      Communion Service 

Tuesday,           5:30 pm 

            Lebera Kerrigan 

   Req. by Joe & Pat Slowiak 

Wednesday,          8:00 am 

                 Hilda Mogge 

   Req. by Harry Mogge 
-Divine Mercy Novena Prayers 

Recited after Mass 

-6pm-Adoration of the  

Most Blessed Sacrament opens 

Thursday         5:30  pm 

           S. Wayne Ritter 

   Req. by Joan Brinker 
7:30pm-STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Friday           8:00 am 

              John Bachman 

                  Req. by Brian & Kim Bauer 

-12 Midnight Adoration of the  

Most Blessed Sacrament Closes 

Saturday         4:30 pm 

        Dorothy Wieberg 

                 Req. by Janie & Tom Miller 

Sunday, 
9:30 am 

   For living & deceased 

            parishioners of St. Mary Church 
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with today’s Gospel reading about the Transfiguration. For many of us, I don’t think 
we ever got the impression when we were kids that talking with God could be FUN 
or enjoyable or any like that. It was all supposed to be stern and serious and God 
was busy giving us dirty looks for our sins and judging us. In the end, it scared the 
daylights out of us and who would like to engage in activities like that? NO ONE. So 
let’s leave the old mindsets pass away and open ourselves to what is REAL, namely 
that God loved you enough  to bring you into existence; He sent His only begotten 
Son on earth to redeem YOU; Jesus, in turn, sends the Holy Spirit to guide each of 
us. Through the seven Sacraments, Jesus reaches out to each of us and changes our 
lives – first by giving us the free gift of our SALVATION at the time of our Baptism; 
then by forgiving our sins and restoring us to Baptismal innocence through 
Confession; we are given the armor of the SEVEN GIFTS of the HOLY SPIRIT in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation;  given our heavenly Food in the Eucharist; and finally 
we can either serve the Lord directly in the Sacrament of Holy Orders or find 
someone compatible with to walk with us through this life and into the next in the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. Sickness – no problem; receive the Anointing of the Sick 
and have Faith in the healing that only Jesus can give. See, no angry God, no one 
being batted around, no one needs to be so frightened that they never want to be 
with God. How awful to live like that…. Make Lent work for YOU and DO YOUR 

WORK. 
Each Thursday evening, the STATIONS OF THE CROSS are recited 
during the season of Lent for those who care to retrace our 
Lord’s steps to Calvary. This takes place at 7:30pm each week. In 
Holy Week, the Stations will be held on GOOD FRIDAY night and 
not on Holy Thursday night. It is fine to bring the children as 
well. STATIONS are held on Thursday to allow people who work 
at the Fish Fry to attend. 
     RICE BOWL….Jesus’ Transfiguration was a moment of hope for 
the disciples, giving them the strength to endure the future 

sacrifices they would make as they formed the early Church. As we continue our 
journey with Catholic Relief Services’ OPERATION RICE BOWL, let us be mindful that 
our Lenten sacrifices help to give hope to our brothers and sisters in need around 
the world and here at home in the USA. 
     This past week, the carillon system and its component parts all arrived safe and 
sound. The installation team will be here with us shortly to get it all into proper 
working order. I am hopeful that we will be able to enjoy this new gift from an 
anonymous parishioner very soon! It will also enhance our community because of 
the hymns it will be playing during the day from time to time. Sacred songs usually 
are more welcome than traffic noise etc. 
     I will try to keep you posted as this project moves to its completion for us. Have 
a fruitful week of spiritual growth. You remain in my prayers and daily Mass 
intentions as well.  

~ Fr. Richard R. Kramer  © 

 

 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Week of March 1-7, 2010 

 
Mon:   
Daniel 9:4b-10; 

Luke 6: 36-38 

Tues:  
Isaiah 1:10, 16,-20; 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Wed:  
Jeremiah 18:18-20; 

Matthew 20:17-28 

Thurs:   
Jeremiah 17:5-10;  

Luke 16:19-31 

Fri:   
Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;  

Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 

Sat:  
Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sun:  
Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; 

Luke 13:1-9 



Parish Giving Summary 
This past week, we received  

136 envelopes out of 375 sets 
 
Envelopes ................................ $4,016.00 

Offertory (Loose Change) éé..$441.50 

Youth ......................................... $287.00 

St. Vincent de Paul .................... $141.00 

Debt ............................................. $43.00 

Utilitieséééééééééé.$10.00 

Weekly Grand Total ............. $4,958.50 
 

Roof Project (to date)..$7,480.00 

Utilities (to date)..$810.00 
 

Sincere thanks to all those who 

contribute faithfully and generously. 

-Fr. Kramer and the Finance Committee 
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LENTEN FISH FRY WEEK  #1 
What a wonderful first week, we had 351 adults and 11 children from the parish 

and the community come out for this yearôs first Fish Fry. Outside the weather 

was dry but chilly; inside everyone was warm with good hot food and an 

opportunity to relax with enjoyable conversation. Why donôt you plan to join us 

soon, any Friday, March 5th thru March 26th from 5pm until 7pm at St. Maryôs 

Community Center. All you can eat for $9!!! See you there.  
                     Fran Kaminski, Lenten Fish Fry Coordinator 

NEED SOME  QUIET  TIME  
When was the last time you sat quietly and enjoyed serenity? Quiet times soothe 

our emotional side. Adoration is in need of an individual to fill Thursdayôs 11am 

to 12 Noon. Call Linda Abramowicz at 815-535-3422. 
 

OUR M ILITARY  SERVING  OVERSEAS AND AT  HOME  
The following parishioners are currently serving stateside: Sgt. Christopher Ley, 

USMC; Spc. Michael Ritter, Army; Capt. Justin Kramer, Army; and 2nd Lt. 

Joseph Danielson. Serving in Iraq: HM3 Rachel Pederson, Navy. In 

Afghanistan; David Waters, Army. Please keep them in your prayers.  
 

FOR THE SICK  
Through His healing power, may Jesus Christ, the Divine Physician, fill them 

with strength and hope; John Adams, Dot Foy, Bill Messenger, John Leary, 

Susan Waters, Joseph Reilly, Wayne Anderson, Molly Bettner, Mindy Querio, 

Jackie Hollaway, Alena Haas, Bill and Patricia Fay, Mark J O Hara, Janette M. 

Villareal, Crissy, Chris Brandenburg and Children, Tina Carpenter & Family, 

Carm Yocum, Judge John Moore, Allen Ryan and Phil Gavin. 
 

PRAYFULLY  CONSIDER CURSILLO  
Cursillo(pronounced kur-see-yo) is a Spanish word meaning ñshort courseò. The 

full name of the weekend is Cursillo de Cristianidad meaning ñshort course on 

Christianityò. It is a blend of seriousness, lightheartedness, spiritual exercises, 

talks and discussions. Presented in an atmosphere of joy and song. They are 

designed to help ordinary people grow in love and service of God. Please 

consider taking this three-day walk with Jesus this Spring.  

Menôs weekend: April 14-17 

Womenôs weekend: April 29-May 2 

Menôs weekend (Spanish): April 8-11 

Womenôs weekend (Spanish): April 22-25 

For more information call Mike & Liz Campana at 815-385-6613 or John & 

Millica Glaw at 815-344-2074 or Father Kramer at 815-732-2234. 
 

DIOCESE OF ROCKFORD   
ñIôM GROWING UP MOMò -Mother Daughter Tea-April 11 

ñJOYFUL AGAINò-Retreat for Widows and Widowers-April 10 

ñPRAYING WITH THE SAINTSò-Seniors Lenten Retreat-March 16 

ñ A DAY OF HEALING, CARE & WELCOME FOR DIVORCED CATHOLICSò-March 21 

ñSHH-24 OR 42 HOURS OF SWEET SILENCEò -Womenôs Retreat-March 6 

ñUPON THIS ROCKò-Midwest Family Conference-July 23 

ñHEALING CHILDHOOD HURTSò-March 26 

ñLIVING IN LOVEò-Church of Holy Apostles, Mc Henry, IL-March 6 

ñLENTEN DAY OF REFLECTIONò-For Divorced-March 21 

ñTWO BECOME ONEò-For remarriage-April 10 

ñMARRIAGE ENCOUNTERò-April 30 

ñENGAGED ENCOUNTERò-April 16 

ñMENôS SILENT RETREATò-Mayslake Ministries-March 26 

ñMINDFUL OF MIRACLESò-Womenôs Retreat-April 9 

ñREDISCOVERING THE ANGELS AMONG USò-Downers Grove, Il ïApril 17  

Liturgical Roles 
Saturday/Sunday, March 6 & 7, 2010 

 
Greeters 
4:30 pm 

Mindy Thomas 

9:30 am   Ted Grzywa 

               Mary Grzywa 

Altar Servers 
4:30 pm  Shayla Brown: Cross 

                      Abby Newman: Candle 

                      Madalyn Klein: Candle 

9:30 am      Melissa Lamesch: Cross 

     Sarah Scott: Candle 

      Garrett Newman: Candle 

Lectors 

4:30 pm              Sharon Lauer 

9:30 am                   Darlene Elsbury 

Eucharistic Ministers 
4:30 pm                       Roger Brandt 

                            Flo Brandt 

                            Matt Freed 

                              Pat Steffa 

                        Val Pederson 

9:30 am       Barb Fay 

                     Dave Starke

              Grace Reimer 

                 Patricia Fay 

                Kim Murray 

Ushers 

4:30 pm   Brian Bauer 

              Larry Holland 

             Paul Kaminski 

             Fran Kaminski 

9:30 am             Graham Lints 

                  Dave Head 

           Steve Rypkema 

        Ron Abramowicz 

Fellowship            Graham Lints 

               Harry Mogge 


