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First Sunday in Lent February 21, 2010 

ST. MARY CHURCH 

 
 
 

   
 
 

T he FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT...our 
personal journey of spiritual 

renewal has begun in earnest by 
now! We’ve put out into the deep 
water of our lives, following Jesus’ 
advice to Peter. Now we confront 
those issues we’d rather pretend 
don’t exist perhaps. The Holy Spirit 
could be tugging at us to move 
ahead in our lives with Jesus and 
deepen our Faith by study or action. 
You are the only one who can 
discern what God is trying to say to 
you at this point in your life. You 
see, our relationship with God, our 
friendship with him should be as 
lively as our favorite older human 
friendships….you know, the ones 
where you finish each other’s 
sentences; you pick up the phone to 
call and they are already on the line 
saying HELLO to you as you dial; or 
where you anticipate what they 

(Continued on page 2) 

O R E G O N ,  I L L I N O I S  

 

The Liturgy of the Church 
 

Baptism 
     The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 

throughout the year. Parents are required to 

participate in a pre-baptismal class prior to the 

Baptism of their first child. Arrangements for 

the Baptism and the class can be made by 

contacting Mary Ley at the Parish Office 732-

7383 or 973-5602 
 

Confirmation 
     The Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred 

by the Bishop on a schedule determined by the 

Chancery Office.  

 

Penance/Reconciliation 
     Confessions are heard each Saturday from 

3:30 pm-4:15 pm or anytime by appointment. 

Call Fr. Kramer to schedule your confession 

appointment time. 

 

Eucharist 
     The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered 

daily, except Monday, as scheduled in the 

bulletin.  Mass is offered on Saturday at 4:30 

pm and on Sunday at 9:30 am.  On the eve of 

holydays as well as on the holyday itself, Mass 

is offered at 7:30 pm.  HOLY COMMUNION 

is brought to the homebound and the sick when 

requested.  Please contact Fr. Kramer, 732-

2234, or the Parish Office, 732-7383.  The 

Faithful are reminded to fast from all foods and 

liquids (except water) for one full hour prior to 

the reception of the Holy Eucharist. 
 

Anointing of the sick 
     The communal Anointing of the Sick occurs 

during the weekend liturgies in February on the 

World Day of the Sick and in the Fall on the 

Feast of Christ the King. The individual 

reception of this Sacrament of Healing should 

take place whenever a person is seriously ill,  

prior to a surgery, or in danger of death. Please 

call Fr. Kramer at 732-2234 or the Parish 

Office at 732-7383.  

 
Holy Orders 
     This Sacrament is received at the call of the 

Bishop 

 
Matrimony 
     All marriage arrangements must begin at 

least six (6) months in advance of the desired 

date.  It is the official policy of the Diocese of 

Rockford that those to be married must be at 

least 19 years old and that they take part in an 

instructional program that includes a pre-

marriage seminar.  No wedding can be 

scheduled later than 2:00 pm on Saturday.  

Wedding arrangements must be made with Fr. 

Kramer at 732-2234 or 732-7383. 

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults) Those interested in becoming Catholic 

or in learning more about the Catholic Faith 

meet weekly, September-April. Call Mary Ley, 

732-7383 for more information!! 

Staff 
Rev. Richard R. Kramer, Pastor  

st.marys.rectory@comcast.net 

Mrs. Mary Ley, Director of Religious 

Education and Youth Ministry 

Pmt_dre@msn.com 

Sue Diehl, Secretary 

Gary Bolthouse, Maintenance 
 

Office 

St. Mary Parish 

 881 N. Mongan Drive Å Oregon, IL 61061 

 stmary.parish@comcast.net 

 Office Hours: 10:00 am to Noon, 1-to 4 pm 

 WEBSITE:  www.st-mary-parish.com 

Rectoryééééééé.éé.815-732-2234 

Rectory Fax éééé..éé...815-732-6332 

Parish Officeééééééé.815-732-7383 

Parish Office Faxééééé..815-732-4742 

Mary Leyéééééééé...815-973-5602 

ééééééééééé..or  815-732-7383 

St. Anthony Hall ééééé..815-732-6332 

St Vincent de Paul éééé...815-732-4093 

Saint Mary Prayer Network 

 Lois Lints ééééééééé..732-2314 

 Nancy Kerwin ééééééé...732-3351 

 Darlene Bauer ééééééé...732-2238 

From the Pastor... 
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Mass Intentions 
Week of February 22-28, 2010 

 

Monday 5:30 PM 

   Communion Service 

Tuesday 5:30 PM 

  Thomas Mogge 

  Req. by Harry Mogge 

Wednesday 8:00 AM 
  Paula Gebhardt 

  (2nd Anniversary of death) 

  Req. by Janet Mc Ginn 
-DIVINE  MERCY NOVENA PRAYERS  

WILL  BE RECITED AFTER MASS 

-6PM-ADORATION OF THE MOST BLESSED 

SACRAMENT BEGINS 

Thursday 5:30 PM 

  Henry F. Reciak 

  Req. by Paul F. Behan 
-7:30 PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Friday 8:00 AM 

  Hilda Mogge 

  Req. by Harry Mogge 
-12 MIDNIGHT -ADORATION OF THE MOST 

BLESSED SACRAMENT CLOSES 

Saturday 4:30 PM 

  For the Living & Deceased 

  Parishioners of St. Mary Church 

Sunday  9:30 AM 

  Bob Stanley 

  Req. by Loretta Stanley 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Week of February 22-28, 2010 

 

Monday 

1 Peter 5:1-4; 

Matthew 16:13-19 

Tuesday 

Isaiah 55:10-11; 

Matthew 6:7-15  

Wednesday 

Jonah 3:1-10; 

Luke 11:29-32 

Thursday 

Esther C12, 14,-16, 23-25; 

Matthew 7:7-12 

Friday 

Ezekiel 18:21-28; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Saturday 

Deuteronomy 26:16-19; 

Matthew 5:43-48 

Sunday 

Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 or 3:20-4:1; 

Luke 9:28b-36 
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need or what they will say or do….this is what each person can expect of a truly 
active and REAL relationship with Jesus. One time recently when I was feeling 
alone and out of touch with God, I was amazed at how God took the bull by the 
horns, so to speak! I got a call from someone to cover for their holy hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament in church. You see, God was saying to me “get in here and 
let’s visit and see what is new!” God does not “goof” around with us; HE truly 
wants to help us learn to be His friends. Can you imagine that? Now read the 
famous John 3:16….God not only loves the world in a generic sense – HE LOVES 
YOU individually! 
     Last weekend, 175 people received the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
at the weekend Masses. Contrary to what some still think, this Sacrament is not 
just for the dying or those near death. It is classified by the II Vatican Council as 
one of TWO Sacraments of healing. This one is designed to heal the soul and our 
inner being in addition to our bodily ills. The Sacrament of Penance, the second 
healing Sacrament, is designed to heal our souls and minds! Both of these 
sacraments are a DIRECT ATTACK ON SATAN on this earth since SIN and SICKNESS 
are two of the three ways Satan attacks humans. The third way is death! And our 
Baptism removes the finality of death and we receive NEW ETERNAL LIFE FROM 
GOD as we leave this earth. 
     Our Cemetery Commission members will join me this Thursday as we meet in 
Rockford with the other Cemeterians of our Diocese for the semi-annual meeting 
of the Diocese of Rockford Cemetery Commission. With the recent crooked antics 
in Chicago, new state legislation is pending which affects all cemeteries regardless 
of their ownership. There are a number of issues we need to resolve right here in 
our own parish cemetery. I am most grateful to Mike Kuhn, the Chair of our 
Cemetery Commission and all of those who are assisting him in this most important 
ministry of our parish. We Catholic Christians see the care of the human body 
after death as just another part of the way in which we respect all life. 

The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus, Assembly #1702 meets this 
Thursday here in Oregon at the parish center, at 7:30pm. It is 
important that our parish be well represented at these meetings. 
Come and see the work that we do and that still needs to be done. 
Sir Knights like yourselves from the parishes of our Deanery are 
present and you will make new friends. 

     Each THURSDAY NIGHT at 7:30pm, the STATIONS OF THE CROSS, a 
great Catholic devotional prayer traditional since the Middle Ages, will 
be offered at church either by myself or my representative. Come join 
us for this special prayer which focuses our attention on the Passion 
and Death of Jesus Christ on Calvary.  
     Don’t forget to check out your bulletin each week for the daily Mass times and 
join us when you can. Also be on the lookout for anything connected with 
CATHOLICS COMING HOME….those sessions are SO informative and an easy way to 
get updated. So often, our knowledge of the Faith is challenged these days….help 
yourself to meet those challenges here. OR if you are married or planning to get 
married or just plain curious, please go to the THEOLOGY OF THE BODY sessions 
being offered by Mary and John Ley. They have been extensively and specially 
trained to present this theology which was preached by our late Pope John Paul II. 
It will fascinate you!! 
     To Cub fans: maybe next year….might as well get it said now and avoid the rush 
in the Fall! And you can tell Fr. Collins I said that too!  

                 ~ Fr. Richard R. Kramer  © 
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Parish Giving Summary 
This past week, we received  

127 envelopes out of 375 sets 
 

Envelopesééé...ééééé.é$4,239.00 

Offertory (Loose Change)éééé..$244.25 

Youth.ééééééééééééé$5.00 

St. Vincent de Paulééééééé.$371.00 

Debt...éééééééééééé.$476.00 

Holy Daysééééééééééé..$1.00 

Weekly Grand Totalééééé.$5,336.25 
 

Roof Project...to dateé..$7,437 
 

Sincere thanks to all those who contribute 

faithfully and generously 

Fr. Kramer and the Finance Committee 

Liturgical Roles 
 

Saturday/Sunday, February 27 & 28 
 

Greeters 
4:30 pm Brian Bauer 

  Kim Bauer 

9:30 am Shirley Howes 

  Kathi Roschi 

Altar Servers 
4:30 pm Connor Brown: Cross 

  Sydney Klein: Candle 

  Sarah Murray: Candle 

9:30 am Adam Wiegmann: Cross 

  Claire Rypkema: Candle 

  Juan O Campo: Candle 

Lectors 

4:30 pm Jan Messer 

9:30 am Mary Barclay 

Eucharistic Ministers 
4:30 pm Val Pederson 

  Harry Mogge 

  Mary Leary 

  Jan Freed 

  Cathy Wehmhoefer 

9:30 am Linda Abramowicz 

  Gus Lamesch 

  Betty Jergens 

  Patty Head 

  Nancy Skarda 

Ushers 

4:30 pm Roger Watts 

  Steve Janssen 

  Paul Kaczmarzyk 

  Volunteer 

9:30 am Mike Roschi 

  Joe Slowiak 

  Ted Grzywa 

  Wayne Cole 

Fellowship  
  Linda Abramowicz 

  Mary Lynn Lovstad 
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LENT IS UPON US 
Our Adoration Program is in need of an individual to fill the Thursday time 

slot 4-5pm or/and the Friday time slot 1-2pm. Each of us have many tasks or 

responsibilities in our world. Adoration is only ONE HOUR a week. Come sit, 

listen or talk with Jesus. He is your best friend and enjoys hearing from you. 

See you there! 

Contact Linda Abramowicz at 815-535-3422.  
 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
Christian Stewardship successfully bridges the material world around us and 

the world of the Spirit within us. Stewardship enables Christians to measure 

the extent of our Faith in, and love of Jesus by the kind and quality of the 

stewardship we perform. Stewardship is not job-oriented or project-minded. It 

is a way of life for a lifetime.             Diocese of Rockford, Office of Stewardship  
 

OUR MILITARY SERVING OVERSEAS AND AT HOME 
The following parishioners are currently serving stateside: Sgt. Christopher 

Ley, USMC, Spc. Michael Ritter, Army, Capt. Justin Kramer, Army and 2nd 

Lt. Joseph Danielson. Serving in Iraq: HM3 Rachel Pederson Navy. In 

Afghanistan: David Waters, Army. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 

FOR THE SICK 
Through His healing power, may Jesus Christ, the Divine Physician, fill them 

with strength and hope: John Adams, Dot Foy, Bill Messenger, John Leary, 

Susan Waters, Joseph Reilly, Wayne Anderson, Molly Bettner, Mindy Querio, 

Jackie Hollaway, Alena Haas, Bill and Patricia Fay, John Reed, Mark J Ohara, 

Janette M Villareal, Crissy & Chris Brandenburg & children, Tina Carpenter & 

Family and Carm Yocum. 
 

THANK YOU 
Dear Parishioners! We enjoyed your company, fellowship and smiling faces at 

the Soup Suppers. A huge THANK YOU goes out to all that attended, all the 

workers and all who made the ñSouper Deliciousò food. A special Thanks to 

Father Kramer for all your support. We look forward to more in the future! 
                      St. Maryôs Catholic Daughters of America 

DINNERS 
ñST. MARYôS LENTEN FISH FRIESò-Beginning February 19-March 26 at 881 N 

Mongan Dr, Oregon, IL All you can eat buffet $10.00 per person 

ñSACRED HEART CHURCHôS ROAST BEEF DINNERò-February 28, at 2224 

Avenue J, Sterling, IL-Adult $8, Child under 12 $4 and a family ticket $21  
 

DIOCESE OF ROCKFORD 
ñIôM GROWING UP MOMò Mother Daughter Tea-April 11 

ñJOYFUL AGAINò-Retreat for Widows and Widowers-April 10 

ñPRAYING WITH THE SAINTSò-Seniors Lenten Retreat-March 16  

ñA DAY OF HEALING, CARE & WELCOME FOR DIVORCED CATHOLICSò-March 21 

ñSHH-24 OR 42 HOURS OF SWEET SILENCEò-Womenôs retreat-March 6-7 

ñUPON THIS ROCKò-Midwest Family Conference-July 23 

ñHEALING CHILDHOOD HURTSò-March 26  

ñLIVING IN LOVEò-Church of Holy Apostles, Mc Henry-March 6 

ñLENTEN DAY OF REFLECTIONò-For Divorced-March 21 

ñTWO BECOME ONEò-For remarriage-April 10 

ñMARRIAGE ENCOUNTERò-April 30 

ñENGAGED ENCOUNTERò-April 16 

ñMAYSLAKE MINISTRIES MENSô SILENT RETREATò-March 26 

ñMINDFUL OF MIRACLESò-Womenôs Retreat-April 9 

ñREDISCOVERING THE ANGELS AMONG USò-Downers Grove-April 17 


